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The	California	Subculture	of	The	Grateful	Dead	
 

 The culture of the fans to The Grateful Dead is an outstanding representation of 

how California’s melting pot of cultures is a dream to experience. Why is California 

Great? In the music by the Grateful dead, the artists share a love of the music, which 

installs itself into the mind of the fans. A band born in 1965 still resonates this 

overwhelming appealing of the California culture that other people feel when listening to 

the music. I have listened to plenty of interviews throughout the Tie Dyed documentary 

and believe that this paper could eventually show why this is true. As the people gather to 

these concerts across the world fans from Chicago to Boston always explain their 

experience as a sensation of love and community. The laid back lifestyle that makes 

California so appealing to the outside world is the warm relaxing life you must love if 

you are in California. One thing I have definitely learned and will look further into is this 

turmoil created outside of the shoes. When police force was used in the late 80s and 

turned brutal many for the fans were outraged and it created a hostile scene in many 

states. This is not what the Grateful Dead ever wanted to result from a show. As 

populations in towns doubled over night because of a Grateful Dead show the community 

became fed up. In the interviews we can see how concerned the artists are because this 

doesn’t portray the laid back vibes of the music.  

 Where I want to take this paper is still somewhat unclear how I can fully relate 

The Grateful Deads culture into the way that best describes California but I am looking 

forward to the challenge by analyzing lyrics and more interviews with the band. I am still 

looking for more articles that were published back in the early days of the band to have a 

first hand account of ways to explain the culture. The idea of “Deadheads” being used to 

describe the followers of the band is intriguing and I feel as if that’s more of a correlation 

to the culture of California. Also	to	mention	the	time	this	all	took	place	was	the	

Psychedelic	period	in	the	United	States	and	these	amazing	shows	seemed	to	be	a	fair	

ground	for	people	to	unwind	into	music	for	hours.	In	documentaries	online	people	



talk	about	seeing	their	125th	show	and	how	they	feel	as	if	the	shows	serve	as	their	

church	and	they	reconcile	their	decisions	by	being	in	the	Deadhead	community.	

With	the	followers	preaching	things	like	this	it	can	only	make	me	think	about	a	

community	of	everlasting	dreams	and	that’s	how	I	feel	the	rest	of	the	United	States	

and	its	people	see	the	culture	of	California	and	its	greatness.	

	

Primary	Sources	
Documentary	–	Tie	Dyed	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J2ISeLQ7fw	
	
	 The	documentary	Tie	Dyed	is	about	the	summer	tour	in	1994	of	the	Grateful	
Dead	with	non-stop	interviews	of	fans	outside	of	the	concerts	all	over	the	United	
States,	It	is	the	simplest	form	of	understanding	the	culture	back	then	from	
personal	experiences	of	people	and	how	it	relates	to	the	culture	of	California.	
	
Grateful	Dead	Interviews		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9J2ISeLQ7fw	
	
	 This	is	an	interview	with	Jerry	Garcia	and	Bob	Weir	about	the	fans	and	the	
outside	activities	that	go	on	during	the	concert,	I	feel	this	is	important	because	it	
is	the	two	main	guys	of	the	Grateful	dead	discuss	the	culture	they	look	for	
outside	the	shows	that	has	been	there	for	many	years.	
	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO-Q0tGYJiw	
	
	 Another	interview	between	Jerry	Garcia	and	Bob	Weir	in	1981	about	how	
they	started	and	what	they	thought	about	while	they	were	up	and	coming	to	the	
big	show,	this	interview	shows	what	they	accomplished	from	dropping	out	of	
high	school	to	evolutionary	music	culture	of	The	Grateful	Dead.	
	
Rolling	Stone	Article	1969	
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/good-old-grateful-dead-
19690823?page=4	
	
	 This	article	from	the	Rolling	Stone	Magazine	in	1969	illustrates	a	show	that	
did	not	go	well	for	the	Grateful	Dead,	I	chose	to	use	this	article	because	it	really	
shows	how	much	these	artists	cared	about	the	music	and	the	fans	experience	has	
to	be	perfect	for	the	Grateful	Dead	to	be	satisfied	with	their	work,	like	everyday	
Americans	they	work	hard	for	the	peoples	right	to	enjoy	music.	
	
	
Several	Photos	of	Band		



https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/how-the-grateful-
dead-overcame-old-feuds-legal-spats-and-bad-vibes-for-the-hottest-ticket-of-
the-summer/2015/06/12/18618064-0e7a-11e5-a0dc-2b6f404ff5cf_story.html	
	
	 I	just	got	this	whole	article	from	the	Washington	post	in	2015	for	the	
different	pictures	it	has	and	the	article	itself	is	in	2015	when	the	Grateful	Dead	
decided	to	have	another	tour	and	it	sold	out	in	minutes,	I	find	that	very	cool	that	
today	they	still	sell	out	shows	after	50	years	of	playing.	
	
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/grateful-dead-bio-series-in-
development-at-amazon-20151215	
	
	 Again	I	am	using	this	for	the	full	pictures	of	the	band	along	with	pictures	of	
the	shows	that	sold	out	for	50	years.	
	
Blog	about	stories	of	The	Grateful	Dead	
http://www.dead.net/greatest-stories-ever-told	
	
	 This	was	one	of	the	more	interesting	blogs	that	I	found	and	it	had	
submissions	of	people	who	would	attend	these	concerts	over	the	last	50	years,	it	
shared	amazing	stories	of	meeting	husbands	and	wives	while	getting	married	at	
shows	and	it	illustrates	this	overwhelming	feeling	of	always	loving	and	I	feel	as	if	
this	is	the	overall	message	they	try	to	get	across	and	how	the	culture	around	this	
band	proves	to	explain	why	California	is	this	dream	land	of	passion.	
	

Secondary	Sources	
Website  
Roth,	Luanne,	Henry	Kaiser,	and	David	Gans.	"The	Music	Never	Stopped:	Roots	of	
the	Grateful	Dead."	The	Journal	of	American	Folklore	111.439	(1998):	63.	Web.		
	
	 Music	that	never	stopped	for	decades	and	this	band	played	shows	with	
different	band	members	but	somehow	the	music	still	blending	people	into	a	melting	
pot	of	American	Culture	and	I	believe	this	is	where	I	start	to	see	how	this	band	
illustrates	what	really	explains	California.	
 
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/artists/the-grateful-dead 
 
 This rolling stone article has absolutely everything from 1965 photos to 
interviews today with the fans of The Grateful Dead still enjoying the music today. 
 
 
 
"Grateful	Dead."	Official	Site	of	the.	N.p.,	n.d.	Web.	22	Mar.	2016.	
http://www.dead.net/	
 



 The Grateful Dead website is a great source to have they have thousands of 
records of accounts and I have been using this more as a database to find other articles 
and stories about The Grateful Dead 
 
Books  
Meriwether,	Nicholas	G.	Reading	the	Grateful	Dead:	A	Critical	Survey.	N.p.:	n.p.,	n.d.	
Toronto:	Scarecrow,	2012.	Print.		
	
I	found	this	book	in	the	Library	and	it	includes	an	enormous	amount	of	first	hand	
accounts	of	the	dead	shows	along	with	the	experiences,	This	book	really	helped	me	
narrow	down	what	my	paper	is	going	to	be	about	and	how	the	atmosphere	around	
the	band	emphasizes	the	California	culture.	
	
Meriwether,	Nicholas	G.	Studying	the	Dead:	The	Grateful	Dead	Scholars	Caucus,	an	
Informal	History.	Toronto:	Scarecrow,	2013.	Print.		
	
Same	author	but	different	approach	to	this	book,	An	Informal	History	is	exactly	what	
it	was,	with	depictions	of	music	from	before	and	during	The	Grateful	Dead	era.	
 


