
	
	

Hippie	Movement	Impact	On	Modern	Society	

	

The	Hippie	movement	was	a	revolution	in	multiple	ways,	both	during	the	1960’s	

and	1970’s,	and	in	modern	day	society	and	culture.	The	hippies	were	a	group	of	

people	who	believed	in	standing	up	to	the	man	and	rebelling	against	social	reforms	

of	the	time	period.	They	were	people	who	were	completely	against	the	violence	and	

wanted	to	expand	their	minds	using	psycadelic		drugs	such	as	marijuana	and	LSD.		

They	wore	clothing	that	was	very	standard	and	plain,	and	also	listened	to	music	

such	as	the	Grateful	Dead	to	help	express	their	view	that	they	were	all	individuals.		

Wanting	to	be	an	individual	and	to	be	free	and	young	forever	is	an	ongoing	

view	and	lifestyle	that	was	first	inspired	by	the	hippies.	For	example	many	quotes	

and	protests	the	hippies	stood	for	included	words	such	as	“peace,	tranquility,	and	

equality”.	Hippies	believed	that	the	government	was	all	conspiracy	and	they	were	

determined	to	take	a	stand,	which	generally	is	the	ideology	behind	everything	the	

hippies	did	and	said	throughout	the	movement.		

 
 
He who takes a stand is often wrong, but he who fails to take a stand 
is always wrong. 
~ Anonymous 
Like a true Nature’s child, we were born, born to be wild. 
~ Steppenwolf 
Get up, stand up, stand up for your rights. Get up, stand up, Don’t 
give up the fight. 
~ Bob Marley 
 



	
	

These are some quotes from famous hippies such as Bob Marley, that 

show the clear-cut beliefs of the hippies. These quotes symbolize the true 

meaning of what it was like to live in this era and these quotes are still seen 

throughout modern music and fashion, being printed on shirts, phone cases, 

home décor, etc. 

Evidence that shows hippie beliefs are still alive and well include the 

more prominent and in other words, modern form of the hippie, Bohemian, 

or “Boho”.  Being so similar to the hippie, boho quotes that are in such close 

comparison to quotes from famous hippies, some boho quotes and or 

statements of their beliefs include, 

“She was born to be free, let her run wild in her own way and you will 
never lose her.”  
― Nikki Rowe 

 
“But an artist, he realized. Or rather so-called artist. Bohemian. That's 
closer to it. The artistic life without the talent.”  
― Philip K. Dick, The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch 

 

These quotes symbolize and era of its own. The hippie movement yet 

again, is in my personal opinion formed a modern movement although it 

happened over 30 years ago. It has successfully been the basis and 

inspiration for dozens of clothing designers across the world. Boho is my 

personally adopted lifestyle, as my personal beliefs revolve around freedom, 



	
	

independence, peace, and love. I show this by standing up for my beliefs by 

peacefully protesting by using makeup and hair products not tested on 

animals, I am beginning the process to become a vegetarian because I 

believe that all animals should have a voice and the meat packing industry 

needs to be monitored more closely. Also I believe small actions go a big 

way when I comes to helping the environment, so I often will keep my lights 

in my home off, I don’t let the water run when I brush my teeth- I turn it on 

and off and I also take shorter showers that are never longer than 10 minutes. 

I unplug my lamp and other electronics when I leave my room at home or 

my dorm. Also along with my personal beliefs, my style and choice of 

clothing is very recognizable and according to my mother it is very “Boho 

Chic”. I like to wear bright patterned shirts, sandals, bell-bottom jeans, long 

crystal necklaces, I also often attempt to shop for clothing used from 100%  

organic linens such as hemp.  
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 This is actress and recording artist Selena Gomez. She is a teen icon 

all over the world and she is admired and looked up to by millions of young 

girls and boys all over the world. Although her music does not fit into the 

category of “hippie” or “boho”, her fashion does. Selena Gomez has been 

seen wearing many bright and abstract patterns, ankle boots, bell-bottom 

pants, and many different types of headbands and other accessories.  



	
	

  

  This is actress Vanessa Hudgens, yet again she is another icon 

among the adolescent American population.  Hudgens is a true modern 

hippie as she participates in music festivals such as Coachella, which takes 

place in Indio California.  

Personally I believe that the hippie movement never went away. The 

hippie movement just laid dormant for the past 40 years or so. There are 

many similarities of the 1960’s and 1970’s and modern day as to why the 

hippie movement is being reborn and is at an all time high. The 1960’a and 

70’s was the time of the Vietnam war which many Americans did not 



	
	

believe in. And yet again we see in modern day, we are in a time of war 

against terrorism and violence against other human beings. The hippie 

movement opened the minds of millions and continues to do so. It allows 

people to see that you can take a stand against situations you do not agree 

with and that it is okay to be yourself and to do what makes you happy.  

 

  

 

 

	


